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ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS 

 

Director, Claus M. Halle Institute for Global Research   (appointed 2017) 

 

Chair, Department of History, Emory University    (2011 – 2018) 

 

Director, Tam Institute for Jewish Studies, Emory University   (2007 - 2011) 

 

Director, Program in Latin American and Caribbean Studies, Emory University (2000 - 2006) 

 

International Election Observer, Venezuela, The Carter Center   (May 2004) 

 

Director of Graduate Studies, Department of History, Emory University  (2003 – 2004, 2005-2006) 

 

Associate Chair, Department of History, Emory University   (2002 - 2003) 

 

Coordinator, Connecticut College History Honors Program   (1995 - 1997) 

 

Associate Director for Research      (1995 - 1996) 
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BOOKS 
 

Immigration, Ethnicity and National Identity in Brazil (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2013), 209 p.  

Revised Brazilian edition: A Invenção da Brasilidade: Identidade nacional, etnicidade e políticas de imigração (São 

Paulo: Editora UNESP, 2015), 291 p. 

 

A Discontented Diaspora: Japanese-Brazilians and the Meanings of Ethnic Militancy, 1960-1980 (Durham: Duke 

University Press, 2007), 219 pp.  2010 Roberto Reis Prize (Honorable Mention), Brazilian Studies Association.  

Portuguese edition: Uma Diáspora Descontente: Os Nipo-Brasileiros e os Significados da Militância Étnica, 1960-

1980 (São Paulo: Editora Paz e Terra, 2008), 293 p. 

 

Negotiating National Identity: Immigrants, Minorities and the Struggle for Ethnicity in Brazil (Durham: Duke 

University Press, 1999), 281 p.  2000 Best Book Prize, Latin American Studies Association - Brazil in Comparative 

Perspective Group.  Portuguese edition: Negociando a Identidade Nacional: Imigrantes, Minorias e a Luta pela 

Etnicidade no Brasil (São Paulo: Editora UNESP, 2001), 344 p.  Japanese edition: Burajiru no Asia-Chuto-kei imin 

to kokuminsei no kouchiku. (Tokyo: Akashi Shoten, 2016), 393 p.   

 

Welcoming the Undesirables: Brazil and the Jewish Question (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1994), 280 

p. 1995 Best Book Prize, New England Council on Latin American Studies (NECLAS). Portuguese edition: O Brasil 

e a Questão Judaica: Imigração, Diplomacia e Preconceito (Rio de Janeiro: Imago Editora, 1995), 371 p. Hebrew 

edition: Brazil Ve-Hashela Ha-Yehudit: Hagira, Diplomatia Ve-Deot Kdumot (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv 

University/University Publishing Projects, 1997), 304 p. 

 

PUBLIC INTELLECTUAL WORK 

 

Radio France International, “Bolsonaro representa uma continuidade do que está acontecendo hoje no Brasil, diz 

historiador americano.”  November 29, 2018.  http://m.br.rfi.fr/brasil/20181029-bolsonaro-representa-uma-

continuidade-do-que-esta-acontecendo-hoje-no-brasil-diz-his 

 

TIME, “Jair Bolsonaro Loves Trump, Hates Gay People and Admires Autocrats. He Could Be Brazil's Next 

President.” August 23, 2018. http://time.com/5375731/jair-bolsonaro/ 

 



“Migration in Brazil: The Making of a Multicultural Society,” Migration Policy Institute, Information Source 

(2018), https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migration-brazil-making-multicultural-society 

 

Vice, “Is Cheating in Soccer More Acceptable in Some Countries than Others?” July 6, 2018. 

https://sports.vice.com/en_us/article/nek83w/is-cheating-in-soccer-more-acceptable-in-some-countries-than-others 

 

Bloomberg News, “From Jails to Congress, Brazil’s Evangelicals Could Swing Election,” October 4, 2018. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2018-10-04/from-jails-to-congress-brazil-evangelicals-could-swing-

election 

  

Radio France International, “Historiador Jeffrey Lesser: “Decreto de Trump pode afugentar cérebros,ª February 8, 

2017.  http://br.rfi.fr/americas/20170208-historiador-jeffrey-lesser-decreto-de-trump-pode-afugentar-cerebros 
 

“What Brazil’s Protests Mean,” CNN Opinion, August 17, 2015. https://www.cnn.com/2015/08/17/opinions/lesser-

brazil-protests/index.html” 

 

“Brazilian Multiculturalism and the World Cup,” World Cup Blog, Duke University Press, 

https://dukeupress.wordpress.com/2014/06/18/brazilian-multiculturalism-and-the-world-cup-by-jeffrey-lesser/ 

 
TIME, “The Dramatic Power Struggle Behind Impeachment in Brazil,” December 4, 2015. 

http://time.com/4135814/brazil-dilma-rousseff-impeachment/ 

 
The New York Times, “Immigrants Stir New Life into São Paulo’s Gritty Old Center, April 14, 2014. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/15/world/americas/immigrants-stir-new-life-into-sao-paulos-gritty-old-

center.html 

 

The Charlotte Observer, “Brazilian magnates luring Chiquita shareholders with hard cash,” August 12, 2014   

https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/business/article9150044.html 

 

“How the Japanese came to Brazil,” The World Today, Chatham House, The Royal Institute of International Affairs 

June 5, 2014. https://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/twt/how-japanese-came-brazil 

 

The Chautauquan Daily, “Lesser explores the flexible ethnic and religious identities in Brazil,”, August 3, 2014. 

https://chqdaily.wordpress.com/2014/08/03/lesser-explores-the-flexible-ethnic-and-religious-identities-in-brazil/ 

  

“Not Raising Bus Fares in Brazil Is a Good Start,” The New York Times Room for Debate June 19, 2013. 

https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/06/19/will-the-protests-in-brazil-lead-to-change/not-raising-bus-

fares-in-brazil-is-a-good-start 

 

The New York Times, “A Japanese Exodus in Reverse; Brazilians Work Their Way Back to the Ancestral Home,” 

October 16, 1999.  https://www.nytimes.com/1999/10/16/business/japanese-exodus-reverse-brazilians-work-their-

way-back-ancestral-home.html 

 

“Coring the Center: Reflections on the Jewish Periphery.” Judaism 191:48 (Summer, 1999), 381-384. 

 

"O preconceito desarquivado." Senhor 367 (April 4, 1988), 61-64. 

 

Museum Work:  Japanese American National Museum (Los Angeles); Smart Art Museum (Chicago), Jewish 

Museum (São Paulo) 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

EDITED COLLECTIONS 

 

https://dukeupress.wordpress.com/2014/06/18/brazilian-multiculturalism-and-the-world-cup-by-jeffrey-lesser/
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/business/article9150044.html


The Global Square [series editor with Matthew C. Gutmann] (Berkeley: University of California Press).  Volume 1: 

Global Latin America; Into the Twenty-First Century (2016), 356 p.  [Jeffrey Lesser and Matthew C. Gutmann] 

Volume 2: Global Africa; Into the Twenty-First Century (2017), 397 p.  [Dorothy L. Hodgson and Judith A. 

Byfield] 

 

Together Yet Apart: Arabs and Jews in Latin America. Latin American and Caribbean Ethnic Studies (July, 2011) 

[with Raanan Rein] 

 

Rethinking Jewish-Latin Americans (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2008), 294 p.  [with Raanan 

Rein] 

 

Searching for Home Abroad: Japanese – Brazilians and Transnationalism (Durham: Duke University Press, 2003), 

219 p. 

 

New Approaches to Brazilian Studies.  Estudios Interdisciplinarios de America Latina y el Caribe (June, 2001) 

 

Arab and Jewish Immigrants in Latin America: Images and Realities (London: Frank Cass, 1998), 262 p.  [with 

Ignacio Klich] 

 

Turco Immigrants in Latin America.  The Americas 53:1 (July 1996). [with Ignacio Klich]  

 

Cárdenas, Vargas, Perón and the Jews.  Canadian Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Studies 20:39-40 

(1995). [with Ignacio Klich]  

 

MONOGRAPHS 

 

Kasato Maru - uma viagem pela história da imigração japonesa (co-authored with Celia Sakurai). (São Paulo: 

Imprensa Oficial, 2009), 96 p. 

  

Jewish Colonization in Rio Grande do Sul, 1904-1925 (São Paulo: Centro de Estudos de Demografia Histórica de 

América Latina, Universidade de São Paulo, 1991), 97 p. 

 

 

ARTICLES, BOOK CHAPTERS AND ESSAYS 

 

“A Platform for Collaborative Historical Research based on Volunteered Geographical Information.” (Co-author). 

Journal of Information and Data Management 9:3, December 2018, 291–304. 

  

“Moroccan Immigration and the Making of Brazilian National Identity” (with Shari Wejsa) in As Relações entre o 

Marrocos e o Brasil.  (eds: Fatiha Benlabbah and Mohamed Saadan) [Instituto de Estudos Hispano-Lusófonos: 

Rabat, 2018), 47-57. Translated to Arabic by Fatiha Benlabbah, Rachida El Alj, Mohamed Saadan, Rajaa Dakir, 

Othmane Mansouri, Abdelmoughite Sabyh 

 

“Why Asia and Latin America?”  Verge: Studies in Global Asias, 3:2 (Fall 2017), special issue “Between Asia and 

Latin America: New Transpacific Perspectives,”1-16. 

 

“The Hispanic World/Latin America” (with Raanan Rein), The Cambridge History of Judaism: Volume 8, The 

Modern World, 1815–2000, eds. Mitchell B. Hart and Tony Michels (Cambridge University Press, 2017), 199-220. 

 

“The Social Geography of Zika in Brazil” (with Uriel Kitron), NACLA Report on the Americas, 48:2 (Summer, 

2016), 123-129.  Published in Portuguese as “A geografia social do zika no Brasil, ” Estudos Avançados [online]. 

2016, vol.30, n.88 [citado 2016-12-14], pp.167-175. Disponível em: 

<http://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S010340142016000300167&lng=pt&nrm=iso>.  ISSN 

0103-4014.  http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/s0103-40142016.30880012.  Reprinted in English in Third World Resurgence 

312/313 (Aug/Sept 2016), 8-12. 

 



"Asian Religions in Latin America," The Cambridge History of Religions in Latin America. Ed. Virginia Garrard-

Burnett, Paul Freston, and Stephen C. Dove. 1
st
 ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016), 723-728. 

 

"Jews and Judaism in Latin America," The Cambridge History of Religions in Latin America. Ed. Virginia Garrard-

Burnett, Paul Freston, and Stephen C. Dove. 1
st
 ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016), 709-714. 

 

“Tristes histórias de nação e etnicidade.” In Marcos Witt (Ed.), Imigração na América Latina: histórias de fracassos 

(São Leopoldo: Editora Unisinos, 2015), 231-241. 

 

“Jewish Latino-American or Latino-American Jews? New Approaches to Research on Ethnicity and Diaspora 

Concepts.”  In Ofer Shiff (Ed.), Homelands in Exile (Beer Sheva: Ben Gurion Research Institute, 2015), 301-319. 

 

“Motherlands of Choice: Ethnicity, Belonging, and Identities among Jewish Latin Americans” (with Raanan Rein).  

In Nicola Foote and Michael Goebel, eds. Immigration and National Identities in Latin America (Gainesville: 

University Press of Florida, 2014), 141-159. 

 

“A Better Brazil.” História, Ciências, Saúde – Manguinhos 21:1 (2014), pp. 181-194. 

 

“A Reflection on Foreignness and the Construction of Brazilian National Identities,” Luso-Brazilian Review 50:2 

(2013), pp. 53-63. 

 

“When the Local Trumps the Global: The Jewish World of São Paulo, Brazil, 1924–1940,” Hasia Diner and 

Gennady Estraikh, eds. 1929: Mapping the Jewish World (New York: NYU Press, 2013), 155-170. 2013 National 

Jewish Book Award (Anthology) 

 

“Heranças Compartilhadas e Diferenças Culturais,” in Matthew Shirts and João Kulcsár, eds, Heranças 

Compartilhadas/Shared Heritage (São Paulo: Editora SENAC, 2013), 161-179. 

 

“Sind Afroamerikaner Afrikaner oder Amerikaner? Rassismus und brasilianische Einwanderungspolitik der 1920er 

Jahre.” In Georg Fischer, Christina Peters, Stefan Rinke and Frederik Schulze, eds. Brasilien in der Welt: Region, 

Nation und Globalisierung 1870-1945 (Frankfurt: Campus Verlag, 2013), 116-138. 

 

"Ethnic Myths as National Identity in Brazil."  In Gérard Bouchard, ed.  National Myths: Constructed Pasts, 

Contested Presents (New York and London: Routledge, 2013), 65-75. 

 

“Brasil, Israel y el voto “sionismo-racismo” en las Naciones Unidas (1975.”  In Raanan  Rein, ed.  Mas Allá de 

Medio Oriente: Las Diásporas judiá y árabe en América Latina (Granada: Universidad de Granada, 2012), 227-242. 

“Brazil.” In Judith Baskin, ed. The Cambridge Dictionary of Judaism and Jewish Culture (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2011), 78-79. 

 

“How the Japanese Diaspora in Brazil became the Brazilian Diaspora in Japan” in Kim Knott and Sean McLoughlin, 

eds., Diasporas: Concepts, Intersections, Identities (London: Zed Books, 2010), pp. 198-204. 

  

“Mitos étnicos como identidade nacional no Brasil” in M. Mugge, E. Mugge and I. Hauenstein, eds., Construindo 

Diálogos: História, Educação e Ecumenismo (São Leopoldo: Oikos, 2010), 365-380. 

 

“Reflexões sobre (codi)nomes e etnicidade em São Paulo,” Revista de Antropologia 51:1 (2008), 267-283. 

 

“Etnicididade, identidade nacional e luta armada" in Flavio Heniz and Marluza Marques Harres, eds.,  A História e 

Seus Territorios (São Leopolodo: Oikos, 2008), 75-88. 

 

“’Los judíos son turcos que venden a plazos’: las relaciones étnicas comparativas en Iberoamérica” in Raanan Rein, 

ed., “Árabes e judíos en Iberoamérica: Similitudes, diferencias y tensiones (Sevilla: Fundacíon Tres Culturas, 2008), 

27-38. 
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“As cotas através de um espelho distorçido.” In Maria do Carmo de Lacerda Peixto and Antônia Vitória Aranha, 

eds. Universidade pública e inclusão social (Belo Horizonte: Editora UFMG, 2008), 121-139. [with Jerry Davila]. 

 

 “Jews in Brazil.” In Avrum Ehrlich, ed. Encyclopedia of the Jewish Diaspora (Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 

2008), 716-723. 

 

"De Nikkei para Brasileiro e Vice-versa: O Papel da Etnicidade na Luta Armada de São Paulo."  In Francisco 

Hashimoto, Monica Setuyo Okamoto e Janete Leiko Tanno, eds. Cem anos da imigração japonesa: História, 

memória e arte (Sao Paulo: Editora UNESP, 2008), 23-39.     

 

"Semitismo em Negociação." In Maria Luiza Tucci Carneiro, ed. O Anti-Semitismo nas Américas: Memória e 

História (Sao Paulo: Editora EDUSP, 2008), 271-290.  

 

“Um roteiro brasileiríssimo pelo bairro da Liberdade.”  In Monica Musatti Cytrynowicz and Roney Cytrynowicz, 

eds., Dez Roteiros Históricos a Pé em São Paulo (São Paulo: Editora Narrativa Um, 2008), 25-41. 

  

“Brazil.”  In David Singer and Lawrence Grossman, eds., American Jewish Year Book 2007: The Annual Record of 

Jewish Civilization (New York: American Jewish Committee, 2007), 324-334. 

 

“Von deutschen Juden zu jüdischen Brasilianern: Flüchtlinge und da ,Aushandeln’ nationaler Identitäten in são 

Paulo in der Zeit von 1933-1945.”  In Rainer Domschke et al, eds., Martius-Staden-Jahrbuch 2007 (54), 125-140. 

 

"Centering the Periphery: Non-Latin Latin Americanisms," LASA Forum 38:1 (Winter, 2007), 7-12. 

 

"Challenging Particularity: Jews as a Lens on Latin American Ethnicity," (with Raanan Rein).  Latin American and 

Caribbean Ethnic Studies 1:2 (September 2006), 249 – 263.  Spanish version: “Nuevas aproximaciones a los 

conceptos de etnicidad y diáspora em América Latina: la perspectiva judía,” Estudios Sociales 17:32 (2007), 11-30.  

Portuguese versión: “Laços Finais: Novas Abordagens sobre Etnicidade e Diáspora na América Latina no Século 

XX.” Projeto História 94:42 (Junho 2011), 73-94.  Hebrew version: "Yehudim Latino-Americanim o Latino-

Americanim-Yehudim: Gishot HaDashot LeMechkar al Etniyut uleMushag haTefuza” in Ofer Shiff, ed.  Homelands 

in Exile (Beer Sheva: Ben Gurion Research Institute for the Study of Israel and Zionism, 2015), 301-319.    

 

“La negociación del concepto de nación en un Brasil étnico: los imigrantes sirio-libaneses y Nikkei y la 

restructucturación de la identidade nacional.”  In Ingrid Wehr, ed., Un Continente em Movimiento (Madrid and 

Frankfurt: Iberoamericana/Vervuert, 2006), 19-36. 

 

“From Japanese to Nikkei and Back: Integration Strategies of Japanese Immigrants and their Descendants in Brazil.  

In Wanni W. Anderson and Robert G. Lee, eds., Displacements and Diasporas: Asians in the Americas (New 

Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 2005), 112-121. 

 

“In Search of Home Abroad: German Jews in Brazil, 1933-1945.” In Krista O’Donnell, Renate Bridenthal, and 

Nancy Reagin, eds., The Heimat Abroad:  The Boundaries of Germanness (Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan 

Press, 2005), 167-184. 

 

“Imagining Otherness: The Jewish Question in Brazil, 1930-1940.”   In Kristin Ruggiero, ed., The Jewish Diaspora 

in Latin America and the Caribbean: Fragments of Memory (Brighton: Sussex Academic Press, 2005), 34-50.  

Portuguese version:  “Judeus salvam judeus: estereótipos e a questão dos refugiados no Brasil,” in Keila Grinberg, 

ed., Os judeus no Brasil: Inquisição, imigração, e identidade (Rio de Janeiro: Civilização Brasileira, 2005), 315-324. 

 

“Brazil.”  In David Singer and Lawrence Grossman, eds, American Jewish Year Book 2004: The Annual Record of 

Jewish Civilization (New York: American Jewish Committee, 2005), 268-277. 

  

“How the Jews Became Japanese and Other Stories of Nation and Ethnicity,” Jewish History 18:1 (2004), 7-17.  

Special issue on "Gender, Ethnicity, and Politics: Latin American Jewry Revisited."  Portuguese version:  “Como os 

judeus se tornarem japoneses e outras histrórias sobre nação e etnia.”  In Monica Grin and Nelson H. Vieira, eds. 

Experiência cultural judaica no Brasil / Recepção, inclusão e ambivalência (Rio de Janeiro: Topbooks, 2004).  



Spanish version:  "Cómo os judíos se volvieron japoneses y otras historias de nación e etnicidad."  In Ariana 

Huberman and Alejandro Meter, eds.  Memoria y representación: Configuracionese culturales y literarias en el 

imaginario judío latinoamericano (Rosario: Beatriz Viterbo Editora, 2006) 

 

“Da brancura à hifenização: estratégias étnicas de árabes e japoneses no Brasil,” Ethnos Brasil 2:3 (March, 2003), 

67-79. 

 

 “Brazil.”  In David Singer and Lawrence Grossman, eds, American Jewish Year Book 2003: The Annual Record of 

Jewish Civilization (New York: American Jewish Committee, 2004), 335-343. 

 

“Japanese, Brazilians, Nikkei: A Short History of Migration and Identity Building.”  In Jeffrey Lesser, ed., 

Searching for Home Abroad: Japanese – Brazilians and Transnationalism (Duke University Press, 2003), 1-20. 

 

 “Visions of the Other: Stereotypes, Survival and the Refugee Question in Brazil.”  In Larry V. Thompson, ed., 

Lessons and Legacies IV: Reflections on Religion, Justice, Sexuality and Genocide (Northwestern University Press, 

2003), 250-266. 

 

“Repensando a política imigratória brasileira na época Vargas.” in Carlos Eduardo de Abreu and Teresa Malatian, 

orgs., Políticas Migratórias: Fronteiras dos Directos Humanos no Século XXI (Rio de Janeiro: Renovar, 2003), 277-

288. 

 

“Jewish Immigration to Brazil.” In Samuel L. Baily and Eduardo José Míguez, eds., Mass Migration to Modern 

Latin America (Jaguar Books/Scholarly Resources, 2003), 245-262. 

 

“In Search of the Hyphen: Nikkei and the Struggle over Brazilian National Identity.”  In Lane Ryo Hirabayashi, 

Akemi Kikumura, and James A. Hirabayashi, eds., New Worlds, New Lives: Globalization and People of Japanese 

Descent in the Americas and from Latin America in Japan (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2002), 37-58.  

Portuguese version: “Em busca do hífen: os nikkeis e a luta pela identidade nacional brasileira.” In André Luiz 

Joanilho and Cláudio deNipoti, eds, Lecturas em História (Curitiba: Aos Quatro Ventos, 2003), 193-221. 

 

“Teaching Asian Experiences in Latin America and the Caribbean,” Amerasia Journal 28:2 (2002), 227-234. 

 

“Udihara e os projetos de etnicidade nipo-brasileira, 1936 – 2002.”  In Massaki Udihara, Um medico brasileiro no 

front: Diário de Massaki Udihara na II Guerra Mundial (São Paulo: Hacker Editores Narrativa Um; Imprensa Oficial 

do Estado; Museu Histórico da Imigração Japonesa no Brasil, 2002), 19-32. 

 

 “DEOPS e Shindô-Renmei,” Revista Histórica 6 (March 2002), 12-17. 

 

“Jewish Brazilians or Brazilian Jews: A Reflection on Brazilian Ethnicity,” Shofar 19:3 (Spring 2001) 65-73. 

 

“Shindo Remmei: A história merece mais respeito,” (with Roney Cytrynowicz).  Observatório da Imprensa 94 (July, 

2000): http://www.observatoriodaimprensa.com.br/artigos/ol18072000.htm#literario01 

 

“Immigrant Ethnicity in Brazil.”  In Robert M. Levine and John J. Crocitti, The Brazil Reader: History, Culture, 

Politics (Durham: Duke University Press, 1999), 374-378. 

 

“Constructing Latin Levant Ethnicity,” Travessia 39 (July-December, 1999), 57-72. 

 

“(Re) Creating Jewish Ethnicities on the Brazilian Frontier.” In Sander L. Gilman and Milton Shain, Jewries at the 

Frontier: Accommodation, Identity, Conflict (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1999), 209-223. 

 

“Negotiating National Identity.”  In Citizenship and Identity: International Perspectives, Occasional Paper #8, 

Contemporary Issue Series, The Clarke Center at Dickinson College (1999), 24-31. 

 

"'Jews are Turks who Sell on Credit': Elite Images of Arabs and Jews in Brazil."  In Jeffrey Lesser and Ignacio 

Klich, Arab and Jewish Immigrants in Latin America: Images and Realities (London: Frank Cass,1998), 38-56.   



Portuguese version: "'O judeu é o turco de prestação': etnicidade, assimilação e imagens das elites sobre árabes e 

judeus no Brasil."  Estudos Afro-Asiáticos 27 (April, 1995) (Rio de Janeiro), 65-85. 

 

"Images and Realities of Arab and Jewish Immigrants in Latin America."  In Jeffrey Lesser and Ignacio Klich, Arab 

and Jewish Immigrants in Latin America: Images and Realities (London: Frank Cass, 1998), v-xiv. 

 

"Latin American Jewish Communities" in Charles Berlin, ed., Latin American Judaica: A Sampling of Harvard 

Library Resources for the Study of Jewish Life in Latin America (Cambridge: Harvard College Library, 1997). 

 

"Re (Creating) Ethnicity: Middle Eastern Immigration to Brazil."  The Americas 53:1 (July 1996), 45-65.  1997 

American Historical Association/Conference on Latin American History Tibesar Prize, Honorable Mention. 

 

"Bad Land, Popular Rebellion and Ethnic Survival: Jewish Farmers in Southern Brazil." Immigrants and Minorities 

15:1 (March 1996), 1-21. 

 

"From Antisemitism to Philosemitism: The Manipulation of Stereotypes in Brazil, 1935-1945," Patterns of Prejudice 

30:4 (1996), 43-55.   :  "Cómo os judíos se volvieron japoneses y otras historias de nación e etnicidad."  In Ariana 

Huberman and Alejandro Meter, eds.  Memoria y representación: Configuracionese culturales y literarias en el 

imaginario judío latinoamericano (Rosario: Beatriz Viterbo Editora, 2006) 

 

"Colonial Survival and Foreign Relations in Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil: The Jewish Colonization Association 

Colony of Quatro Irmãos, 1904-1925.  In The Jewish Diaspora in Latin America, edited by David Sheinin and Lois 

Baer Barr.  New York: Garland Publishing, 1996, 143-160. 

 

"Images of Jews and Refugee Admissions in Brazil, 1939-1942." Canadian Journal of Latin American and 

Caribbean Studies 20:39-40 (1995), 65-90. 

 

"Jewish Refugee Academics and the Brazilian State, 1935-1945." Ibero-Amerikanisches Archiv 1-2:21 (1995) 223-

240.  

 

"With Broadax and Firebrand: In Appreciation of Warren Dean."  In Warren Dean (1932-1994): An Appreciation 

(New York: New York University Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies Occasional Papers, no. 48, 

1996). 

 

Entries on "Oswaldo Aranha," "Cohen Plan," "Estado Novo," "Integralismo," and "Liberal Alliance."  In 

Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture.  Barbara A. Tenenbaum, ed.  New York: Scribner's: 

Macmillan Library Reference USA, 1996. 

 

"Albert Einstein, refugiados judeus e o Estado Novo." In Einstein e o Brasil, edited by Ildeu de Castro Moreira and 

Antonio Augusto Passos Videira.  Rio de Janeiro: Editora UFRJ, 1996, 251-260. 

 

"Neither Slave nor Free, Neither Black nor White: The Chinese in Early Nineteenth Century Brazil."  Estudios 

Interdisciplinarios de America Latina y el Caribe 5:2 (July - December, 1995), 23-34. 
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Buenos Aires (2006) 

 

Nominations Committee, Latin American Studies Association (2005) 

 

Member, Brazil in Comparative Perspective Section Best Book Prize Committee, Latin American Studies 

Association (2003) 

 

Member, Warren Dean Memorial Prize Committee, Conference on Latin American History (2003) 

 

Chair, Warren Dean Memorial Prize Committee, Conference on Latin American History (1999) 

 

Chair, Best Book Prize Committee, New England Council of Latin American Studies (1996)  

 

Teaching Committee, Conference on Latin American History (1997-1999) 

 

Robertson Prize Committee, Conference on Latin American History (1995) 

 

Editorial Boards 

 

Novos Estudos CEBRAP (appointed 2016) 

Hispanic American Historical Review (2015-2020, CLAH representative) 

Anos 90 (appointed 2007) 

Revista Brasileira de Política Internacional (appointed 2005 to 2016) 

Estudios Interdisciplinarios de America Latina e el Caribe (appointed 1999) 

Estudos Ibero-Americanos (appointed 1998) 

Pan-Japan: The International Journal of the Japanese Diaspora (appointed 2001) 

Revista Humanas (appointed 2003) 

Histórica: Revista da Associação dos Pós-Graduandos em História – PUCRS (appointed 1998) 

 

Tenure and Promotion Review 

 

Tenure Review Committees: Brown University; University of California, Los Angeles; University of California, San 

Diego; City University of New York; University of Denver; Dickinson College; University of Illinois at Champagne 

Urbana; Loyola University of New Orleans; University of Maryland, College Park; University of Massachusetts, 

Amherst; University of Miami; University of Michigan; Mount Holyoke College; University of New Mexico; Ohio 

State University; State University of New York; Ohio State University; Portland State University; Rutgers 

University; University of Southern California; Syracuse University; Tel Aviv University; Texas A & M University; 

University of Texas, Austin; Texas Tech University 

 

Promotion (to Full Professor) Review Committees:  Brown University; University of California, Los Angeles; 

University of California, Santa Cruz; University of Illinois at Champagne Urbana; University of North Carolina, 

Chapel Hill; University of Tennessee; Texas A & M University; Tulane University; Vanderbilt University; Williams 

College  

 

Other 

 

Grant Reviewer:  American Council of Learned Societies; Canadian Social Science Research Council; Lucius N. 

Littauer Foundation; National Endowment for the Humanities; National Foundation for Jewish Culture; National 

Science Foundation; Research Council of Norway – Latin America Programme; Social Science Research Council 



 

Consultant: Manuscript Review Program, University of Connecticut (2013); Advanced Scholarship in the 

Humanities and Social Science Grant Writing Workshop Leader, University of Southern California (2013); 

Department of Education Title VI Latin American Studies Grant, University of North Carolina, Charlotte (2000-

2002) 

 

External Reviews: University of North Carolina, Charlotte (International Studies); University of Maryland (History) 

 

International Consulting Council: Centro Interdisciplinar de Estudos Contemporâneos of the Federal University of 

Rio de Janeiro 

 

 

EDITORIAL CRITIQUES 

(most recent) 

 

International Migration, Portuguese Studies Review, American Historical Review, Cultural Anthropology, Cultural 

Geographies, Hispanic American Historical Review, Horizontes Antropológicos, International Journal of Middle 

East Studies, Journal of American Ethnic History,  Journal of Latin American Anthropology, Latin American 

Research Review, Latin American & Caribbean Ethnic Studies – LACES, Luso Brazilian Review, Men and 

Masculinities, Oral History Review, Revista Humanas, Social Science & Medicine, Theory, Culture & Society 

 

University of North Carolina Press, Duke University Press, Oxford University Press, University of California Press, 

University of Wisconsin Press, Stanford University Press, Temple University Press 

 

COMPLETED DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS 

 

María de los Ángeles Picone, "Landscapes of Nationhood and Belonging: The Patagonian Andes, 1895-1958.” 

(History, May 2019; Boston College) 

 

Andrew Britt: “I’ll Samba Someplace Else': Constructing Identity and Neighborhood in São Paulo, 1930s-1980s.” 

(History, May 2019; Postdoctoral Fellow, Northwestern University) 

 

Christopher Brown: “Envisioning a City through Soccer in the Brazilian Amazon.” (History, May 2019, University 

of Leeds) 

 

Ariel Svarch: “Four Jews, Five Identities: Domesticity, Consumption and Language Politics in the Making of 

Jewish-Argentines (Buenos Aires 1905-1960).” (History, May 2016; Assistant Professor, Pontificia Universidad 

Javeriana, Colombia)  

 

Ben Nobbs-Thiessen: “Cultivating the State: Migrants and the Transformation of the Bolivian Lowlands, 1952-

2000.” (History, May 2016:  Post-Doctoral Fellow, Washington State University) 

 

Suma Ikeuchi: “Borders of Self: Return Migration and Global Pentecostalism among Nikkei Brazilian Migrants in 

Japan.” (Anthropology, May 2016:  Assistant Professor, Chicago Institute for the Arts) 

 

Melissa Creary, “An Identity Crisis for Sickle Cell Disease in Brazil.” (Institute for Liberal Arts, April, 2016; 

Assistant Professor, University of Michigan at Ann Arbor) 

  

Glen S. Goodman, “From “German Danger” to German-Brazilian President: Immigration, ethnicity, and the making 

of Brazilian identities, 1924-1974.”  (History, April 2015:  Assistant Professor, University of Illinois at Champagne 

Urbana) 

 

Jennifer L. Schaefer, “Rebels, Martyrs, Heroes: Authoritarianism and Youth Culture in Argentina, 1966-1983.” 

(History, April 2015:  Post-Doctoral Fellow, Washington State University) 

 



Debjani Bhattacharyya, “Fictions of Possession: Land, Property and Capital in Colonial Calcutta, c. 1820 to c. 

1920.” (History, April 2014:  Assistant Professor, Drexel University) 

 

Lena Suk: “Girls Night Out: Gender, Cinema, and Urban Growth.” (History, April 2014:  Assistant Professor, 

University of Louisiana, Lafayette) 

  

Alicia Monroe: "Brotherhoods of their Own: Black Confraternities and Civic Leadership in São Paulo, Brazil." 

(History, April, 2014) 

 

Uri Rosenheck: “Fighting for Home Abroad: Remembrance and Oblivion of World War II in Brazil” (History, 

December, 2011) 

 

Cari Williams: “Progeny of Progress: Child-Centered Policymaking and National Identity Construction in Brazil, 

1922-1954.” (History, December, 2011: Assistant Professor, Oregon State University) 

 

Veerle H. Poupeye: “Between Nation and Market: Art and Society in 20th Century Jamaica.” (Graduate Institute of 

the Liberal Arts, April, 2011:  Executive Director of the National Gallery of Jamaica. Outside Reader) 

 

Rafael Ioris: “Industrial Promotion and Political Instability: Fifty Years in Five and the Meanings of National 

Development in 1950s Brazil.” (History, April, 2009: tenure track assistant professor, University of Denver) 

 

Mollie Lewis: "Con Men, Cooks, and Cinema Kings: Popular Culture and Jewish Identities in Buenos Aires, 1905-

1930."  (History, April, 2008; Pacific Northwest College of Art) 

 

Cathy Marie Ouellette: “Two Times Brazilian: Rio Grande do Sul and the Making of the Nation, 1891-1930.” 

(History, April, 2008: associate professor, Muhlenberg College)  

 

Fabricio Prado:  "Social Networks, Identity, and Sovereignty in Rio de la Plata Borderlands" (History, April, 2009: 

associate professor, College of William and Mary. Second reader)  

 

Marvin Benjamin Junge: “Citizenship Appeals: Leftist Political Representation and Experience among Grassroots 

Community Leaders in Porto Alegre, Brazil.” (Anthropology, April, 2007; associate professor, SUNY-New Paultz. 

Second reader)  

 

CURRENT DOCTORAL ADVISEES/COMITTEES 

 

Primary or Co-Advisor 

 

Emily Pingel (Sociology): “Social Determinants of Health, Race/Ethnicity, Poverty, Immigration, Health Equity” 

 

Sara Kauko (Anthropology):  “The New Argentine Middle Class” 

 

Alexandra Lemos (History):  Religion and Music in Dictatorial Brazil 

 

Marissa Nichols (History): "Indigenous Nurses in the Countryside: Vaccination Programs in Oaxaca, Mexico, 1942-

1973" 

 

Shari Wejsa (History): “Migrant Agency and Racial Identity: Angolan Refugees and Immigration Policy in Brazil, 

1974-1988.” 

 

Committee Member 

 

Jonathan Coulis (History): "Unexpected Revolutionaries: Economists, Agronomists, and Farmers Cultivating 

Modernity in Brazil's Coffee Fields 1954-1989" 

Alexander Cors (History): "Migration, Integration, and Coercion in Spanish Louisiana, 1762-1803" 

 



Guilhereme von Streber (Hispanic Studies) “Language attitudes and the contact of Spanish and Portuguese in the 

border territories of South America.” 

 

 

OUTSIDE DISSERTATION COMMITTEES 

 

Laís Miwa Higa, University of São Paulo, Anthropology (Laura Moutinho, Chair), “Militância asiática no Brasil: 

raça, gênero, sexualidade e geração na construção de identidades asiáticas,” (qualified, June, 2019) 

 

Camilie Cardoso, University of São Paulo, History (Gildo Magalhães dos Santos Filho, Chair), “As faces da 

psicopatia: contrastes entre norma e representação na Assistência a Psicopatas do Estado de São Paulo (1930-

1968).” (qualified, June, 2019) 

 

Érica Rosa Hatugai, Federal University of São Carlos, Social Science Department (Igor José de Renó Machado, 

Chair), “Um corpo como fronteira. Parentesco e identificações entre descendentes nipônicos ‘mestiços,’” (defended 

October, 2018) 

 

Linda Nishikido, University of São Paulo, Japanese Studies (Leiko Morales, Chair), “Habitos Alimentares 

esmerilados pelos japoneses do pos-guerra no Amazonas.” (qualified, April, 2016) 

 

Érica Rosa Hatugai, Federal University of São Carlos, Social Science Department (Igor José de Renó Machado, 

Chair), “A medida das coisas”: Japonesidades e parentesco entre associados da Nipo em Araraquara.” (defended 

July, 2011) 

 

Alexandre Kishimoto, University of São Paulo, Anthropology Department (Rose Satiko Hikiji, Chair), “A 

experiência do cinema japonês no bairoo da Liberdade.” (defended March, 2009) 

 

Camila Aya Ischida, University of São Paulo, Anthropology Department (Rose Satiko Hikiji, Chair), “Clowns 

Mascarados: Os Esteteótipios do Nikkei na Mídia Televisiva.” (defended June, 2008). 

 

Endrica Geraldo, State University of Campinas, History Department (Michael Hall, Chair), “Política Imigratória e 

Pensamento Racial na Era Vagas (1930-1945).” (defended December, 2007) 

 

Ori Preuss, University of Miami, History Department (Steve Stein, Chair), “Bridging the Island: Brazilian Elite 

Views of Spanish America and Themselves, 1888-1912.” (defended October, 2005) 

 

Edith Wolfe, University of Texas, Austin, Art History Department (Jacqueline Barnitz, Chair) 

“Lasar Segall and the Origins of Brazilian Modernism.” (defended April, 2005) 

 

John Taufik Karam, Syracuse University, Department of Anthropology (John Burdick, Chair), "Distinguishing 

Arabesques: The Politics and Pleasures of Being Arab in Neoliberal Brazil." (defended December, 2003) 

 

Igor José de Renó Machado, State University of Campinas, Anthropology Department (Bela Feldman Bianco, 

Chair), “Cárcere Público: Processos de exotização entre imigrantes brasilieros no Porto, Portugal.” (defended July, 

2003) 

 

Emery Marques Gusmão, State University of São Paulo, Marilia, Social Sciences Department (Tullo Vigevani, 

Chair), “Memória, Identidade e Relações de Trabalho:  A Carreira docente sob o Olhar de Professores de História.” 

(defended June, 2002) 

 

Lucia Helena Oliveira Silva, State University of Campinas, History Department (Celia Marinho de Azevedo, Chair), 

“Construindo uma Nova Vida: Migrantes Paulistas Afro-descendentes na Cidade do Rio de Janeiro no Pós-abolição 

(1888-1926),” (defended December, 2001) 

 



Rogério Dezem, University of São Paulo, Department of History (M. L. Tucci Carneiro, Chair), “Quando o Perigo 

se Torna “Amarelo:” Construção da imagem estigmatizada dos Japoneses no Brasil (1879-1942).” (defended 

November, 2001) 

 

COURSES 
 

Undergraduate:  Introduction to Latin American and Caribbean History; Twentieth Century Latin American History; 

Visions of the Other: Europe and America 1492 and After; Jewish America: Perspectives South and North; Latin 

America in Comparative Perspective (Mexico and Brazil); Immigration to and from Latin America; The Minority 

Experience in Latin America; Transnational Brazil/Multicultural Brazil; MESOLORE: Mesoamerican Codices as 

History, Drama and Power; Historiography and Methodology;  

 

Graduate: Geographies of Capitalism, Race and Ethnicity in Brazil; New Approaches to Modern Latin American 

History; Immigration to and from Latin America; Advanced Topics in Latin American History; Introduction to 

Advanced Historical Studies 

 

June, 2019 

 

 

 


