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Socio-environmental challenges in the 
Metropolis 

• Physical vs social factors 
• The challenge of urbanization 
• Changing land uses (esp. in peri-urban 

regions) 
• “urbanization of poverty” 
• The importance of urban planning 

 
 

 



Some basic demographic data: 

• Total World Population: will increase from 
current 7 billion to 8.2 billion by 2030 
 

• World Urban Population: is expected to 
increase from current 3.3 billion to about 5 
billion by 2030 ( 60 %) 
 



•As of 2008, half of the population is urban 



Growth rates of urban population will be 
greater in developing countries 



Most of the urban population will continue  
residing in the smallest agglomerations 

Percentage of the urban population in urban agglomerations 



Contrary to common belief… 

Natural increase has a major role in the growth of cities 
 
In fact: 
• Most urban growth is actually due to natural increase 

(i.e. – more births than deaths) 
• Natural increase: 60 %.  
• Migration and classification of areas: 40% 



The poor are not a small marginal minority in 
cities 

In developing countries, the poor are a majority in 
city growth 
 

• Poverty is increasing faster in cities. In Sub-
Saharan Africa, urbanization is synonymous 
with the growth of ‘slums’. 

• One billion people already live in such 
‘slums’ 

• These housing conditions determine much 
of human misery 
 
 



      Growth of metropoles, 1950-2010-2025 
 



The 5 Shelter deprivation indicators used by the UN 

 
• Lack of durable housing  
• Lack of sufficient living space 
• Lack of access to save drinking water 
• Lack of access to improved sanitation 
• Lack of secure tenure 



MDG Targets & Indicators relevant to housing  

 
• Target 10: halve the 

proportion of people 
without sustainable 
access to safe drinking 
water and sanitation by 
2015 

 
• Target 11: Achieve a 

significant improvement 
in the lives of at least 100 
million slum dwellers 

 
• Indicator 30: Proportion of 

people with sustainable 
access to improved water 
resources 

  
• Indicator 31: Proportion of 

people with access to 
improved sanitation 

 
• Indicator 32: Proportion of 

people with access to secure 
tenure  



The example of La Paz (Bolivia) 
 
 
 
 
 





 





 

Upper class mobility  



Eje central (CBD) 
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Casco central 















El Alto 







 







































Las Laderas – zonas más vulnerables 



















 

Laderas; zona Callapa  
– 26 de Febrero 2011 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Socio-environmental challenges 
in La Paz; key factors: 

• Population pressure 
• Land tenure and self help building 
• Lack of services and urban infrastructure 
• Inadequate municipal planning  

 
 
 
 

 


	Socio-environmental challenges in the Metropolis
	Socio-environmental challenges in the Metropolis
	Some basic demographic data:
	Número do slide 4
	Número do slide 5
	Número do slide 6
	Contrary to common belief…
	The poor are not a small marginal minority in cities
	Número do slide 9
	The 5 Shelter deprivation indicators used by the UN
	MDG Targets & Indicators relevant to housing 
	Número do slide 12
	Número do slide 13
	Número do slide 14
	Número do slide 15
	Número do slide 16
	Número do slide 17
	Número do slide 18
	Número do slide 19
	Número do slide 20
	Número do slide 21
	Número do slide 22
	Número do slide 23
	Número do slide 24
	Número do slide 25
	Número do slide 26
	Número do slide 27
	Número do slide 28
	Número do slide 29
	Número do slide 30
	Número do slide 31
	Número do slide 32
	Número do slide 33
	Número do slide 34
	Número do slide 35
	Número do slide 36
	Número do slide 37
	Número do slide 38
	Número do slide 39
	Número do slide 40
	Número do slide 41
	Número do slide 42
	Número do slide 43
	Número do slide 44
	Número do slide 45
	Número do slide 46
	Número do slide 47
	Número do slide 48
	Número do slide 49
	Número do slide 50
	Número do slide 51
	Número do slide 52
	Número do slide 53
	Número do slide 54
	Número do slide 55
	Número do slide 56
	Número do slide 57
	Número do slide 58
	Número do slide 59
	Número do slide 60
	Número do slide 61
	Número do slide 62
	Número do slide 63
	Número do slide 64
	Número do slide 65
	Número do slide 66
	Número do slide 67
	Número do slide 68
	Número do slide 69
	Número do slide 70
	Número do slide 71
	Número do slide 72
	Número do slide 73
	Número do slide 74
	Número do slide 75
	Número do slide 76
	Socio-environmental challenges�in La Paz; key factors:

