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We invite applications to participate in the 5th UBIAS
Intercontinental Academia (ICA)

Pluralities of Resonant Relationships

Erfurt, 29 of June to 3 of July 2026
Belo Horizonte, 8 to 12 of March 2027

Call for Fellows
Open June 15 — August 31, 2025

Applications should be submitted to
mwk.bewerbungen@uni-erfurt.de

The ICA seeks to create a global network of future research leaders by constructing an arena in
which the very best early/mid-career scholars will work together on paradigm-shifting cross-
disciplinary research, mentored by eminent researchers from across the globe. A key aspect is
deriving the full benefit of the intercontinental origins of the endeavor and diversity of thought and
culture. This immersive and intense experience is expected to transform the scholar's own approach
to research, enhance their awareness of the work, relevance and potential impact of other
disciplines, and to inspire and facilitate new collaborations between distant disciplines; our aim is to
make a real, yet volatile, intellectual cocktail that leads to meaningful outputs.

The structure The academia is based around two intensive workshops held on different continents
which provide space for learning about the inward perspective of each "subject", performing a
comparative analysis of the panorama and searching for correlations among these different views
and perspectives. The scholars are guided during these workshops by an array of mentors who are
themselves some of the most outstanding disciplinary and interdisciplinary researchers of our time.
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Within the programme, the scholars will have the space to help to define the precise workshop
structure and the outputs from the project (example: a book is envisaged).

The theme This academy will focus on the concept of "Pluralities of Resonant Relationships,"
building upon the sociological theory of relationships to our world of Hartmut Rosa, one of the most
influential social theorists of our time. The program aims to analyze and understand from the
perspective of different disciplines how subjects create meaningful and resonant relationships with
other individuals, societies, objects, and overarching concepts—both in theoretical terms and in
practical, real-world case-studies.

Vision and Goals: The proposed academy will serve as a vibrant hub for postdoctoral researchers
from a variety of disciplines, including social sciences and humanities, but also arts and natural
sciences, if possible. Its main goals are to:

1. Advance the Theory of Resonance: Engage in theoretical innovation by building on Hartmut
Rosa's concept of resonance. Resonance, in this context, is about the ways people and societies
respond to, connect with, and shape their world. The academy will explore how resonance can be
pluralistically understood and applied across different disciplines and conceptual approaches,
including arts and natural sciences.

2. Foster Interdisciplinary Dialogue: By bringing together scholars from diverse disciplines, the
academy will foster interdisciplinary dialogue on how resonance can inform social theory, political
philosophy, and other disciplines. This collaborative approach is necessary to address the complex,
interconnected challenges facing pluralistic societies today, from climate change to global
inequalities.

3. Engage with Global Perspectives: The academy will be explicitly international in its scope,
drawing on the strengths of both the Institute of Advanced Transdisciplinary Studies at UFMG, with
its focus on Latin American socio-political realities, and the Max-Weber-Kolleg in Erfurt, renowned
for its commitment to critical theory and global engagement. Other cooperating partners like the
Aarhus Institute for Advanced Study will bring in additional perspectives. Through these
partnerships, the academy will engage with a range of global perspectives and investigate how
different cultures and regions experience and engage with resonance in plural ways.

4, Develop Practical Applications: Beyond theoretical work, the academy will also explore the
practical implications of resonance theory in fields such as sustainable development, social justice,
pedagogy, music, etc. What can we learn with the theory of resonance for new settings and
situations and social challenges of pluralistic modern societies? What role does resonance play in
fostering social cohesion and combating fragmentation in societies?

We seek outstanding early/mid-career researchers, normally within 15 years of achieving their PhD,
who hold a research post in academia, industry, charity, arts or other organisations, which are
equivalent to academic post of Lecturer or above, or an individual Principal Investigator Fellowship.

Most importantly the fellows should be willing and able to:

e explore ideas in the theme outside their direct line of research
e challenge world leaders of respective areas of knowledge




e play arole in forging the programme and its academic outcomes

Candidates are asked to provide:
e a summary of their interest in the topic, their expectations and a project presentation
outlining how they will contribute to the Intercontinental Academia (max. 2 pages)
e acurrent CV
e a letter of endorsement from their institution/organisation with confirmation of financial
support for travel. Accommodation and subsistence will be provided by the host IASs.

Applicants from LMIC countries who would like to participate but are unable to find funds for travel
should contact (bettina.hollstein@uni-erfurt.de) for further advice.

Please note that presentations and discussions will be conducted in English and there will be no
facilities for translation.

Successful applicants will contribute to the design and structure of the workshops and must confirm
commitment to attending both workshops.

The workshop in Erfurt takes place from 29 of June to 3 of July 2026 and the workshop in Belo
Horizonte will take place from 8 to 12 of March 2027.

Selection Procedure
Selection is based on a competitive application process. Up to fifteen applicants will be invited to
participate in the program.

Steering committee (responsible for the organization and the selection process)

Patricia Kauark,
Andreas Roepstorff,
Hartmut Rosa,

Bettina Hollstein.
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Mentors

Eminent researchers have already expressed interest in joining the project as mentors, these
include:

Yasmeen Arif, Shiv Nadar University Delhi, Sociology

Leonardo Avritzer, UFMG Institute of Advanced Transdisciplinary Studies Belo Horizonte, Political
Science

Marcelo Cattoni, UFMG Law School Belo Horizonte, Law

Christoph Henning, Humanistic University Utrecht, Philosophy

Carsten Herrmann-Pillath, Max-Weber-Kolleg University of Erfurt, Economics, Sinology

Patricia Kauark, UFMG Institute of Advanced Transdisciplinary Studies Belo Horizonte, Philosophy
Corine Pelluchon, University Paris-Est-Marne-la-Vallée, Philosophy

Susanne Rau, University of Erfurt, History

Michael Riegner, University of Erfurt, Law

Andreas Roepstorff, Aarhus Institute for Advanced Studies, Anthropology

Hartmut Rosa, Max-Weber-Kolleg University of Erfurt, Sociology

Jorg Riipke, Max-Weber-Kolleg University of Erfurt, Religious Studies

Eduardo Soares Neves Silva, UFMG Department of Philosophy Belo Horizonte, Philosophy

Emil Albert Sobottka, Pontificia Universidade Catélica do Rio Grande do Sul, Sociology/Theology
Frédéric Vandenberghe, University Federal de Rio de Janeiro, Sociology

Rita de Cassia Lucena Velloso, UFMG School of Architecture Belo Horizonte, Architecture
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The Max-Weber-Kolleg of the University of Erfurt and Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais
(UFMG) are part of a network of IASs across the world - UBIAS. One of the most successful
initiatives developed between the members of this group is the Intercontinental Academia

(ICA) where ‘scientific exchange’ between generations, disciplines, cultures and continents
takes place around a topic or theme.
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