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PROFILE

A highly experienced, board certified, veterinary pathologist with expertise in drug safety evaluation and broad background in related areas.  A skilled researcher and experienced teacher, comfortable in both industry and academic environments. Recognized for his dedication to developing associates and colleagues. A life-long learner with an ongoing interest in acquiring new skills and the demonstrated capacity to utilize and transfer knowledge to meet business goals.  Applies a global perspective to business endeavors, speaks multiple languages and performs to the highest standards in multi-cultural, diverse organizations. Flourishes in an atmosphere of innovation, challenge and discipline.  Known for the highest ethical and professional standards.
CAREER OBJECTIVE
· To increase the productivity of the Pharmaceutical business through the use of integrated biology systems for early and accurate decision-making.

· To lead scientists in the search for solutions to humankind health needs, through the achievement of higher levels of performance.
· To elucidate mechanisms of toxicity and to define the conditions under which new medications can be safely administered to humans.
CURRENT AREAS OF SCIENTIFIC INTEREST
Drug Discovery and development

Risk Mitigation

Carcinogenicity Testing

Regulatory Pathology

Biomarker Development

Automated Pathology Solutions

Strategic Scientific Direction

EDUCATION and academic training
Ph.D. Cornell University, New York State School of Veterinary Medicine, 1971 Pathology Department.  Thesis:  Bone Dynamics in Induced Metabolic Bone Disease in Swine.

D.V.M. Facultad de Medicina Veterinaria, Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Bogota, Colombia,

1966, Special mention in D.V.M. thesis.

Board Certification, Veterinary Pathology (ACVP), 1979
Western Michigan University, School of Business, completed coursework in degree program, including Management, Accounting, Macroeconomics and Introduction to Computers, 1982 - 1986

Louisiana State University, Graduate College of Education, Philosophy of Education Course, 1979

Graduate, Colegio Champagnat High School, Palmira, Colombia, 1961
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INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE
Pre-Clinical Safety Inc. Niantic, CT
2008-present
President and Principal

· Advise pharmaceutical and chemical companies on the accurate interpretation of pre-clinical safety data and the means to address safety concerns

· Advise pharmaceutical and chemical companies on the means to obtain early safety data and how to reach early decision on development candidates

· Advise Pharmaceutical and chemical companies on the best way to organize and manage scientists for increased performance and retention of the best talent.
· Advise pharmaceutical and chemical companies on the best strategies for portfolio management, optimizing investments

· Advise pharmaceutical and chemical companies on the strategies for IND and NDA/MAA applications for product registration.

· Find the best scientific contributor to assist in decision making regarding product discovery and development by taping an extensive network in the industry
Neurogen Corporation, Branford, CT                                                                2006 - 2008
Vice President, Pre-Clinical Safety (2006-2008)

· Developed and implemented strategies to identify, clarify and resolve issues of pre-clinical safety for the portfolio of compounds being discovered and developed by the corporation

· Participated in the Corporate Management through membership in the Executive Management Team
· Participated in the development of strategies to develop new therapeutic areas and approaches

· Hired, supervised and mentored two associates

· Represented the corporation at meetings with prospective partners and business development groups.
Pfizer Inc., Groton, CT
1991 - 2006
Executive Director of Pathology (2003 – 2006)
· Provided Discipline-based strategic direction for local and global discipline business

· Developed organizational structures to increase value of discipline in early discovery and development of new chemical entities.

· Decreased time to deliver of products across the department

· Oversaw all department activities to produce timely and accurate identification of safety risks in drug development.
· Participated in the merger of two acquisitions, by leading discipline based implementation of corporate strategies.

Group Director of Pathology (1999 – 2003)
· Increased productivity of technology laboratories by over 50%

· Assembled a talented group of scientists, recognized throughout industry for their high quality and dedication

· Participated in the design and managerial oversight of safety submissions to regulators, and multiple risk issue resolution strategies

Director of Pathology (1992 – 1999)
· Accomplished to increase productivity and moral in the technical laboratories
· Integrated Laboratory functions into a highly competent group

· Hired first class scientists and technicians to address issues of quality and timeliness

· Developed better working relations with other departments to increase value of output. 
· Improved interaction with Quality Assurance unit by direct negotiation and common objectives

Assistant Director of Pathology (1991 – 1992)

· Supervised the Clinical Pathology, Histotechnology and Electron Microscopy laboratories within Drug Safety Evaluation, directing pathological assessment of Preclinical Safety Studies.
· Developed a diagnosis and established a strategic plan to deal with departmental issues of turnover, low productivity, low quality and low morale.
The Upjohn Company, Kalamazoo, MI
1981 - 1991
Senior Research Veterinary Pathologist (1987 ‑ 1991)
· Participated as Safety representative in Drug discovery and development projects teams

· Designed development strategies and carried out toxicological studies in advance/in support of IND and NDA applications for a designated group of compounds.
· Developed strong working relations with Scientists in other disciplines in order to increase the probability of success of drug discovery and development
· Implemented individual research project in the area of shock, leading to documentation of the effects of glucocorticoids on the biological reactions to endotoxic shock.
Research Veterinary Pathologist / Toxicologist (1981 - 1987)
· Started career in industry by taking necessary coursework and training on application of Pathology to the field of Toxicology
· Learned the role of the Veterinary Pathologist in drug discovery and development teams

· Filed for two IND’s 

· Participated in discussions with the FDA on the development plans and adverse effects of our compounds
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 1977 - 1981
Associate Professor, Pathology Department, School of Veterinary Medicine (1978 – 1981)

Indefinite tenure.
· Taught second, third, and senior year students of Veterinary Medicine.
· Taught Pathology to Graduate Students, both theory and laboratory.
· Half-time dedicated to research. Published on the mechanism of colic in horses and the role of Clostridium perfringens enterotoxin on Grass Sickness
· Participated in necropsy and biopsy diagnosis.
· Was elected and represented Faculty on the School management committee.
Assistant Professor, Pathology Department, School of Veterinary Medicine (1977-1978)

· Participated in the curriculum for sophomore and senior Veterinary students
· Prepared for and passed the American College of Veterinary Pathologists boards.
Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario, Bogota, Colombia
1967 - 1976
Director, Division of Veterinary Sciences (1972 – 1976)
· Provided overall direction and supervision of research in veterinary medicine for the country
· Managed approximately 150 people ranging from Ph.D. veterinarians to custodial personnel.
· Participated in national policy formulation on animal health and assigning research and training priorities accordingly.

Director, Pathology Department (1971-1972)

· Conducted and supervised research and diagnostic service in Veterinary Pathology
· Trained graduate students at the M.S. level.

Assistant Pathologist, Pathology Department (1967-1971) (includes time in graduate school).
· Learned the experimental method by doing field work and laboratory work in Tripanosomes

· Learned the basis of supervision by managing three technicians.
Professional Development
Working with and Hosting Japanese, Accuworld L.L.C, 1999

Catapult Software Training, Project 4.1 Fundamentals, 1998

Symposium on Current Issues in Toxicologic Pathology, Charles Louis Davis, 
D.V.M. Foundation, 1998

The Histopathology Seminar on the Endocrine System of Laboratory Animals, ILSI and the American College of Vet. Pathologists, Montreal, Canada, 1994

Utilization of Radioisotopes in Veterinary Parasitology and Immunology.  International Atomic Energy Commission, Belgrade, Yugoslavia, 1973

Workshop in Diagnostic Avian Histopathology, Purdue University Veterinary School, 1970
Workshop on Applications of Histochemistry to Pathology, Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, Washington, D.C., 1969

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP
Member: Grant Review Committee: California Institute for Regenerative Medicine 2015

Member, NIH State Agency Committee on Alternative Toxicology Methods, 2010-2014

Co-Founder Latin comparative Pathology Group 2009- present

President of the Board, Centro de la Comunidad, New London, CT 2005 - 2007
Chairman, Hispanic Alliance, New London, CT. 2002 – 2005

Member, Strategic Committee, L&M Hospital, New London, CT. 2003 - Present

Founder and Chairman, Hispanic Network at Pfizer, 1998 - 2003

Chairman of the Board, United Way of S.E. CT - April 2000 - April 2001

Founder and Chairman of Hispanic Network at Pfizer - 1998 - 2006
Chairman, Outcome Measures Committee - United Way of S.E. CT – July 1997 - April 2000

Board Member - United Way of South Eastern CT - April 1996 – 2000
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
American College of Veterinary Pathologists

American Veterinary Medical Association

Society of Toxicologic Pathology
Society of Toxicology

Roundtable of Toxicology Consultants

International Academy of Toxicologic Pathologists
Professional Leadership
Member NIEHS Advisory Committee on Alternative Toxicological Testing (SACATM) 2011-1014

STP President, 2008-2009

ACVP Councilor, 2004 – 2008

STP Councilor 2001-2005

ACVP Recruitment Committee Founder 2000-2003

Scientific Advisory Committee on Alternative Toxicological Methods

NIH-NIEHS 2010-2014

LANGUAGES
Fluent in Spanish and English; conversant in French, familiar with Italian.

Personal Interests

Sports, classical music, woodworking, scuba diving.

 PUBLICATIONS
Glover, C. and Ochoa, R. 2015 Artifactual Stratum Corneum Calcification of the Beagle Dog Tongue Toxicol Pathol 43 (5): 733-736

Ochoa, R., Sills, R.C., 2013. Risk Management in Non-Clinical Drug Development. In: Haschek, W.M., Rousseaux, C.G., Wallig, M.A. (Eds.), Haschek and Rousseaux's Handbook of Toxicologic Pathology. Elsevier Inc., Academic Press, pp. 1009–1025.

Ochoa, R., 2013. Pathology Issues in the Design of Toxicology Studies. In: Haschek, W.M., Rousseaux, C.G., Wallig, M.A. (Eds.), Haschek and Rousseaux's Handbook of Toxicologic Pathology. Elsevier Inc., Academic Press, pp. 595–618.
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Jackson, T.A., Ochoa, R., Kakuk, T.J.  Tirilazad Mesylate - Effects of the 21-Aminosteroid on the Lymphoid System of Laboratory Animals:  A comparison with the Glucocorticoid Methylprednisolone.  Fundamental and Applied Toxicology 26, 246-257, 1995.

Curatolo, W.J., Ochoa, R. 1994  Safety Assessment of Intestinal Permeability Enhancers in Drug Absorption Trends.  A.G. de Bor, ed. Haswood Acad.  Publications pp. 367‑389
Petry, T.W.; Wolfgang, G.H.I.; Jolly, R.A.; Ochoa, R. and Donarski, W.J.:  1992 Antioxidant dependent inhibition of diquat-induced toxicity in vivo.  Toxicology 74:33-43.
Garnier, F.; Benoit, E.; Virat, M.; Ochoa, R.; Delatour, P: 1990 Adrenal cortical response in clinically normal dogs before and after adaptation to a housing environment. Lab. Anim. 24(1):40:43
Wolfgang, G.H.I., Jolly, R.A., Donarski, W.J., Ochoa, R. and Petry, T.W.:  1990 Inhibition of Carbon Tetrachloride-Induced Lipid Peroxidation by Novel Antioxidants in Rat Hepatic Microsomes:  Dissociations with Hepatoprotective Effects In Vivo.  J. Biochem. Toxicol., 5(3):167-174.

Jolly, R.A., Wolfgang, G.H.I., Donarski, W.J., Ochoa, R. and Petry, T.W. 1990 Modulation of Diquat-induced Toxicity In Vivo by Novel Inhibitors of Lipid Peroxidation and the Antioxidant Diphenyl-p-phenylenediamine.  Toxicologist 10:169.

Ruth, B.D., Wilkinson, K.E., Nichols, N.M., Ochoa, R., Brunden, M.N., Ruwart, M.J.:  1989 Hepatic Protection by 16-16 Dimethyl Prostagandin E2 (DM86) Against Acute Aflatoxins B1 Induced Injury in the Rat.  Prostaglandins 37(6):683‑693,.

Archer, C.T., Pitha, J.V., Ochoa, R. and Hinshaw, L.B. 1987 Intussusceptions, The Overlooked Lesions of Endotoxic or Septic Shock.  Circulatory Shock 21(4):299‑300.

Schaub, R.G., Ochoa, R., Simmons, C.A. and Lincoln, K.L.  1987 Renal Microthrombosis Following Endotoxin Infusion May Be Mediated by Lipoxygense Products. Circulatory Shock 21(4):261‑270,.
Ruwart, M.J., J.E. Nezamis, B.D. Rush, C. Lancaster, J.P. Davis, N.M. Nichols, R. Ochoa 1984:  Timoprazole is a Unique Cytoprotective Agent in the Rat.  Digestion 30:33‑40.

Ochoa, R., E.B. Breitschwerdt, K.L. Lincoln (1984):  Immunoproliferative Small Intestinal Disease in Basenji Dogs:  Morphologic Observations.  Am. J. Vet. Res. 45(3):482‑490.

Breitschwerdt, E.B., R. Ochoa, M. Barta, O. Barta, J. McClure and C. Waltman (1984):  Clinical and Laboratory Characterization of Basenjis with Immunoproliferative Small Intestine Disease.  Am. J. Vet. Res. 45(2):207‑273.

Ochoa, R., G.J. Kolaja and T.R. Klei (1983):  Hemosiderin Deposits in the Equine Small Intestine.  Vet. Pathol. 20:641‑643.

Snider, T.G., R. Ochoa and J.C. Williams (1983):  "Menetrier's Disease" in Animal Models of Human Disease.  Am. J. Pathol. 113(3):410‑412.

PUBLICATIONS (continued)
Klei, T.R., B.J. Torbert, M.R. Chapman, R. Ochoa (1982):  Irradiated Larval Vaccination of Ponies 
Against Strongylus vulgaris.  J. Parasitol. 68:561‑569.

McClure, J.J., W.A. Lindsay, H.W. Taylor, R. Ochoa, C.J. Issel, S.J. Coulter (1982):  Ataxia in Four Horses with Equine Infectious Anemia.  JAVMA 180:279‑293.

Issel, C.J., W.V. Adams, L. Meek, R. Ochoa (1982):  Transmission of Equine Infectious Anemia Virus from Horses Without Clinical Signs of Disease.  JAVMA 180:272‑275.

Breitschwerdt, E.B., C. Waltman, H.V. Hagstad, R. Ochoa, J.J. McClure, Barta, O. (1982).  Clinical and Epidemiological Characterization of a Diarrheal Syndrome in Basenji Dogs.  JAVMA 180:914‑920.

Ochoa, R., W.G. Henk, A.W. Confer, G.S. Pirie (1982):  Herpesviral Pneumonia and Septicemia in Two Infant Gelada Baboons (Theropitecus gelada).  J. Med. Primatol. 11:52‑58.

Klei, T.R., B.J. Torbert, R. Ochoa, T.R. Bello (1982):  Morphologic and Clinicopathologic Changes Following Strongylus vulgaris Infection of Immune and Nonimmune Ponies.  Am. J. Vet. Res. 43:1300‑1307.

Lindsay, W.A., A.W. Confer, R. Ochoa (1981):  Ileal Smooth Muscle Hypertrophy and Rupture in a Horse.  Equine Vet. J. 13:66‑67.

Ochoa, R. and S. Kern (1980):  Induction of Lethal Colic with Clostridium perfringens Type A Enterotoxin in Shetland Ponies.  Veterinary Pathology 17:738‑747.

Klei, T.R., B.J. Torbert, R. Ochoa (1980):  Efficacy of Ivermectin (Dihydroavermectin B1) Against Adult Setaria Equina and Microfilariae of Onchocerca Cervicalis in Ponies.  J.  Parasitology 66(5):859‑861.

Roberts, E.D., R. Ochoa, P.F. Haynes (1980):  Correlations of Dermal-Epidermal Laminar Lesions of Equine Hoof with Various Disease Conditions.  Vet. Path.  17:656‑666.

Turnwald, G.H., R. Ochoa, O. Barta (1981):  Bullous Pemphigoid Refractory to Recommended Dosage of Prednisolone in a Dog.  JAVMA 179:587‑591.

Al Bagdadi, F., R. Ochoa (1980):  Ultrastructure of Schwann Cells in the Auerbachplexus of the Small Intestine of Shetland Ponies.  38th Ann. Proc. Electron Microscopy Soc. Amer., San Francisco, CA.  G.W. Bailey (Eds.), pp. 518‑519.

Malone, J.B., E.D. Brietschwert, M.D. Little, R. Ochoa and K.A. Woolf (1979):  A Strongyloides stercoralis-like Parasite Found in a Dog Shedding Eggs, Embrionated Eggs and Larvae in the Feces.  JAVMA 176:130‑133.

Hoskins, J., R. Ochoa and B.J. Hawkins (1979):  Portal Vein Thrombosis in a Dog; A Case Report.  AAHA 15:497‑500.

Guzman, V.H., G.A. Morales, R. Ochoa (1978): Intoxicacion En Bovinos Por Nitratos Acumulados En Pasto Elefante (pennisetum purpurem, Schum).  Revista Inst. Col. Agrop. 8:113‑118.

Ochoa, R. and S. Velandia (1978):  Grass Sickness of Horses:  Serologic Evidence Association with Clostridium perfringens Type A Enterotoxin.  Am. J. Vet. Res. 39:1049‑1051.

PUBLICATIONS (continued)
Orrego, A., R. Ochoa and E.F. Gonzales (1978): Enterotoxemia De Los Equinos:  Su Epidemiologia En Los Departamentos Del Cauca y Valle Del Cauca 1965‑1971.  Rev. Assoc. Col. Med. Vet. y Zootec. 1:9‑12.

Barrera, J. and R. Ochoa (1977):  Brachiaria decumbens y Fotosensibilizacion.  Rev. Inst. Col. Agrop. 9(3):231‑240.
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Ochoa, R., S. Gomez, R. Bustos and E. Trejos (1974):  Enterotoxemia Equina. Rev. Inst. Col. Agrop. IX(1):15‑29.

Ochoa, R. (1971):  Hibernoma in a Dog.  Report of a Case.  Cornell Vet. 62:138‑144.

Krook, L., R. Ochoa and W.G. Pond (1971):  Atrophic Rhinitis in Swine.  Proc. XIX

World Veterinary Congress, Mexico D.F., MEXICO 2:445‑447.

Wells, E.A., A. Ruiz and R. Ochoa (1967): Metodos de Diagnostico En La Tripanosomias.  Rev. Inst. Col. Agrop. 11(3):31‑36.

Ochoa, R. (1967): Metodo de Biopsia Vertebral en Caninos.  Rev. Fac. Vet. Zootec.

Bogota 30(2):59‑65.
SHORT PRESENTATIONS / POSTERS
Ochoa, R. Frazier, D. What Is To Be Adverse?. International Congress of Toxicology, Montreal, Canada, July 16, 2007.
Ochoa, R.; Tengowski, M; Puimbroom-Brees, I. Use of Telepathology in the Pharmaceutical Setting. Japanese Society of Toxicologic Pathology. Kobe Japan, February, 2004
Ochoa, R.; Kerlin, R.L.; Floyd, E.; Mayne, J.T.; Beierschmitt, W.P.  Carcinogencity assessment of phenobarbital and sulfamethoxyzole in p-53 +/ - mice. ILSI Health and Environmental Sciences Institute. Workshop on the evaluation of Alternative Methods for Carcinogencity Testing, November 1-3, 2000, Leesburg, VA.

Douglas-Hamilton, D.H, Shaughenessy, D., Kennedy, A., Roesler, A.R., Ochoa, R.

Internal and External On-Site Validation of the IVOS Rat Sperm Analyzer.  Presented at World Congress of Toxicology, Seattle, WA 1995.

Testicular Toxicity of Theophyline in Rats.  Yuan, Y.D., Kennedy, A.H. and Ochoa, R.
Society of Toxicologic Pathologists, Charleston, SC.  June 6‑9, 1994.

Correlation Between Testicular Weight, Epididymal Weight and Epididymal Sperm in Rats.
Yuan, Y.D., Kennedy, A.H. and Ochoa, R.  Society of Toxicologic Pathologists, Charleston, SC.  June 6‑9, 1994.

Ochoa, R. Glucocorticoids Induce Sealing of the Growth Plate in Bones.  International Symposium.  Society of Toxicological Pathology, Monterey, CA, June 1‑4, 1991.  Poster Presentation.

Career opportunities in Biomedical Research in Industry.  A National Symposium on Health Research Career Opportunities for Hispanic Americans, National Institutes of Health, October 22‑24, 1989, San Antonio, TX.

Steroids and 5-Lipoxygenase Inhibitors Prevent Endotoxin Induced Renal Fibrin Deposition in Rats.  R.G. Schaub, R. Ochoa, A. Yamashita, C.A. Simmons and K.L. Lincoln.  Poster presentation.  Congress of Thrombosis and Hemostasis, San Diego, CA.  July 12‑19, 1985.

Prostaglandins in Combination with Glucocorticoids Increase Survival in Endotoxic Shocked Rats.
R. Ochoa, W.J. Bryan, K.L. Lincoln.  Poster presentation.  Fifth International Symposium on Intensive Care and Emergency Medicine.  March 26‑29, 1985, Brussels, Belgium.

Glucocorticoid Side Chain Influences Glucocorticoid Protective Effect in the Dog Endotoxic Shock Model.  Presented at Shock Society, Toronto, Canada, June 4‑6, 1983.

Stomach Lesions in Dogs Induced by Aspirin and Alcohol:  An Endoscopic, Light and Electron Microscopic Evaluation.  Presented at the ACVP Meeting, Atlanta, GA, November 2‑5, 1982.

Hypergastrinemic-Gastropathies in Domestic and Laboratory Animals.  Presented at the ACVP Meeting in Atlanta, GA, November 2‑5, 1982.

American College of Veterinary Pathologists, Denver, CO, 1979.

Animal Disease Research Workers in the Southern States.  Baton Rouge, LA, April 4‑5, 1978.

Office International des Epizooties.  Paris, France, May 1976.  Colombian Delegate.

Pan American Veterinary Congress (VII), Bogota, Colombia, July 1973.

Colombian Veterinary Congress, Colombia, July 1972.

XIX World Veterinary Congress, Mexico D.F., Mexico, August 1971.
